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The AA Scale was developed as the result of an academic-industry collaborative effort.5

The AA Scale was recently developed by an advisory panel of 
AA experts and is designed for use in clinical practice5

50%-100%

INCREASE RATING BY 1 LEVEL 
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21%-49%20% or lessEXTENT OF 
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Severe AAModerate AAMild AA 

Negative impact on         
psychosocial functioning  

resulting from AA

Diffuse (multifocal) positive  
hair pull test consistent with         
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eyebrows or eyelashes
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after at least 6 months  

of treatment
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Alopecia Areata Scale: Clinical Practice
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SALT SCORE
17.1% + 17.1% + 20% + 15.6% = 69.8%

Back  
65% x 0.24 = 15.6%

Right  
95% x 0.18 = 17.1%

Top  
50% x 0.40 = 20%

Left
95% x 0.18 = 17.1%

The SALT score is calculated by1:

Multiplying the percentage of hair loss in each of the  
4 quadrants of the scalp by the quadrant surface area 

Adding the 4 values together for a composite score

P E R C E N TA G E S  A R E  Q U A D R A N T  S U R FA C E  A R E A

Severity of Alopecia Tool (SALT): Clinical Trials
SALT assesses the extent of scalp hair loss 

and is used in AA clinical trials1-3,a,b

References: 1. Olsen EA, Hordinsky MK, Price VH, et al. Alopecia areata investigational assessment guidelines—Part II. National Alopecia Areata Foundation. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2004;51(3):  
440-447. 2. Kennedy Crispin M, Ko JM, Craiglow BG, et al. Safety and efficacy of the JAK inhibitor tofacitinib citrate in patients with alopecia areata. JCI Insight. 2016;1(15):e89776. 
3. Olsen EA, Canfield D. SALT II: a new take on the Severity of Alopecia Tool (SALT) for determining percentage scalp hair loss. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2016;75(6):1268-1270. 4. Olsen EA. 
Investigative guidelines for alopecia areata. Dermatol Ther. 2011;24(3):311-319. 5. King BA, Mesinkovska NA, Craiglow B, et al. Development of the alopecia areata scale for clinical use: 
results of an academic-industry collaborative effort. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2022;86(2):359-364.

a�Used with permission.1

b�Reprinted from J Am Acad Dermatol, 75/6, Olsen EA, Canfield D. SALT II: a new take 
on the Severity of Alopecia Tool (SALT) for determining percentage scalp hair loss,      
1268-1270, Copyright 2016, with permission from Elsevier.3

c�Olsen EA, Investigative guidelines for alopecia areata. Dermatol Ther. John Wiley and 
Sons. © 2011 Wiley Periodicals, Inc.4
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complete  
scalp hair loss1

maximum 
SALT score 

No scalp 
hair loss1
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